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XXX. A Letter to the Rev. M. Lort, B. 2X 
F. R. S. containing an Account of a ftngu- 
lar Fi/b y from the South Seas, by the 
Rev. Mr. Michael Tyfon* 



Reverend Sir, 

Read May 9 , ry^ HE Rev. Mr. Farmer, Fellow of 
I77I V X. Emanuel college, Cambridge, very 
obligingly ient me a curious fifh, preferved in fpirits, 
which was brought by his relation Commodore 
Byron, from the new-difcovered iflands in the South 
Sea. As I have the greateft reafon to believe that it 
has never been figured or defcribed by any author, and 
indeed never before feen in Europe -, I have taken 
the liberty to fend you the following defcription and 
drawing of it (Tab.VIL fig. viii.). Icould not count 
the branchioftegous rays, without greatly injuring the 
fpecimen ; but there is no doubt of its' being one of 
the Perca genus of Linnaeus. It is called by the 
Commodore the Zebra fifh, he not knowing its 
proper name. The drawing is exadly meafured 
from the real fi(h, and is in every part of the fame 
fize» 



PifeU 
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Pifcis thoracicus. 
Perca * * * * * * 

CAPUT obtufum, antice nudum. Os afcen- 
dens, labiis carnofis* marginatum, mandibula inferiore 
longiore. Denies in maxilla utraque asquales, acerofi, 
approximati. Sutura maxillarum utrinque obliqua, 
dentata. 

Opercula branchiarum fpinis ferrato-ciliata. Nares 
unicae, rotunda?, marginatae. 

Corpus ovatum, compreffum, fquamofum. 

Pinnae ball fquamofe, margine nigrae, ramentis 
ultra radios porre&is. Dorfales 2 fubunitae : prima, 
rotundata, radiis 10 fpinofis, iecunda angulata, radiis 
16 mollibus. Pedorales rotundate radiis 14. Ven- 
trales radiis 6. Analis angulata radiis 14, anticis 2. 
fpinofis.- Caudalis rotundata 18. 

Color grifeus. Fafciae 6 nigrae tranfverfe totum 
pifcem cingunt: prima per caput ducitur, pone 
oculos ; fecunda per operculorum marginem ; tertia 
angulata, obliqua, inter pinnam prim am dorfi atque 
anuxn ; quarta refta ab unione pinnarum dorfalium 
ad ipatium pone anum ; quinta arcuata inter pinnam 
dorialem fecundam et pinnam analem -, fexta redtiuf-* 
ctila in bafi pinnae caudalis. 



Diagnofis. 
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Diagnofis, 

Perca (•* * * *) Pinnis dorfalibus fubunitis, cauda ro- 
tunda^, corpore ovato : fafciis 6 
tranfverfis nigris. 

I am, 

Reverend Sir, 

Your moft obedient 
humble fervant, 

"m"^^'-,^' Michael Tyfon. 
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